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eUsers are greeted
with a menu offering everything
from UFO reports
to the status of Zeta Reticuli.®

Long a standard ele-
ment in video-arcade
games, fiying saucers
are finally turmng up
on the personal-com-
puter screen, as wall.
The mode of transmis-
sion: COMPUFON, the
first computer bulletin
board developed to
dents of the UFQ
COMPUFON, run
by twenty-eight-year-
old accident investi-
gator Michael Hart,
oul of his homea in Du-
vall, Washington, wenl
anline in November
1984, Hart started ol
with an Atarl com-
puter, a g:}geg mos
dem, and 1
o o

subscribars. Bu

classified as a noctur-
nal light, a daylight
disc, aradar signal, or
an electromagnetic
sffect. As new sight-
ings are filed oid ones
are bumped off,

According to Hart.
he bought the original
bulletin-board soft-
ware from a fellow
hacker and “doodied
with it unti | got what |
wanted.” He's now
trying to set up a sim-
ifar system in San
Franciscoand toease
communication: for
users in Germary, -
aly, and Japan,

"F'm Irying to export
my software abroad
where needed," Hart

scribers. y explains, "And I'd like
January 1986 he had the Japanese 10 es-
upgraded 1o an |BM tablish a computer

PC capable of han-
dling a8 many as 5000 pages of texl, and he boasted a
membership at least 100 strong.

Users signing in, Hart explains, are greeted with an Ato-Z
menu offering everything from the Fresdom of Information
Act o the stalus of Zeta Reticuli, a major site or: the star map
described by Betty Hill. Callers can also access NASAs
space-shuttie schedules and a fist of stars located within 54
light-yeam of planet Earth,

But COMPUFON's most important featurs is its listof UFO
reporis, usually 50 or 60 items long. About 80 percent of the
reports come from Bob Gribble's National UFO Reporting
Service, a hot line used by air-traffic contrallers and law en-
farcemeant agencies across the country. Other listings come
from suoh ofganizalions as the Aerial Space Phenomena
Review of Massachusetts and Project Stigma, devoted to
the study of animal mutilations.

Hart adds that each sighting is listed in one of four cate-
gories. A UFO appearing on the bulletin board, he says, is

terminal here;-that way
they.could tap into the line for seventeen cents a minute. As
it stands, communication with the Orient is exceedingly ex-
As for users in the United States, they can either receive
information directly via modem or leave a message request-
ing a particular printoul. Hart will retrieve ihe information and
mail it free-of charge. Except for the cost of a phone call,
Hart adds, aﬂmeaiCOMPUFON s currently free: But be-
cause expenditure of ime and money has increased with
COMPUFON's popularity (Hart has recently resigned as
computar consultant to the Mutual UFO Network ta devote
more tirne to the bulletin board), that may have to change.
Why put all that into' @ compuler service devoted fo some-
thing as ephemeral as UFOs? " guess because of my in-
nate curiosity," Harl says. "Besides; | thought it was an Im-
portant service to provide.” :
To reach COMPUFON by modem, just dial 1-206-788-
5901, —DENNIS STACEY
95



